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development and safeguard a sustainable environment

Digital agriculture
can revolutionize agriculture
making it more profitable
for the farmers through the
democratization of information
and access to appropriate inputs
and equitable markets.

The greatest need is to
deliver targeted and timely information to farmers based on their
needs and aspirations. The empowerment that comes from providing
farmers with informed options is transformational, especially for
women and youth.

) This can be achieved through:

Bi-directional
Information exchange

Access to
information and expertise

Inputs, weather, market prices
and knowledge exchange between
farmers is dynamic and with
appropriate feedback loops,
information and opportunities

for famers can be further refined

Technology

Direct to farmer, provide farmer to
farmer learning, modernization of
the extension system

to address the dynamic nature of

Software, hardware, networks
(ICRISAT has developed GIS based
software and hardware like the
KrishiPHABLET and KrishiSIM)

agriculture production and market
systems.

(ICRISAT has set up models for
private public partnerships to

ensure farmer access to information
and knowledge services)

(ICRISAT is strong on partnerships
and expertise to tap this information)

This can be set up on a small scale/area and also scaled up nationally. >
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Information and Communication Technology tools to help women farmers

Mr P) Reddy flanked by Dr D Guntuku (left) and Mr V Reddy (right) and cther cfficials distributing bags of sesd to
womnen farmers. Phato: ICRISAT

Three hundred pigeonpea farmers across 37 villages in India are to trial using phablets and
wata  mobile phones for the latest farming and marketing advice. This is part of a pilot on a new
business model for sharing information that is a win-win for all the players along the value chain.
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Phablets For Farmers

The inexpensive GreenPHABLET has been d d to support llholder farmers with FE&EFRTIJ\;:[
‘personalized advice and real-time lerts.
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itiated in collaboration with IFFCO Kisan Sanchar Limited

T — {IKSL) and Bharti Airtel. This initiative has been piloted in 171 villages in Telangana and
o Cioart o Karnataka I_.?ru.elillinx 40,000 F.ormrn [{CR!&A_! 2913]. Kiislli. Wani is a mobile Dlmucfph'm
L based application. Through this, generic advisories are defivered to groups of farmers in a

cﬂ;ﬁﬁ:ﬁ-:ﬁl;ﬁﬁiﬁi:ﬂ:ﬁ location through the mobile phane enabled by Green SIM. IKSL has pioneered the voice
message based agro-advisory. To subscribe to Krishi Vani, a user needs to buy a Green 5IM
from Airtel. These SIM cards are specially configured for receiving voice messages and other
agro-advisory services, Every day, four free voice messages are deliverad 1o the subscribers,
-ﬁ_WﬂSCWﬁmfl'ﬂ a | = ot L an The contents of voice messages is advised by a subject matter specialist and cover diverse
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Figure 16. Participants of a training program at Raichur.
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% About ICRISAT: www.icrisat.org

% ICRISAT’s scientific information: EXPLOREit.icrisat.org

@© Dr David Bergvinson | D.Bergvinson@cgiarorg ~ ® Joanna Kane Potaka | j.kane-potaka@cgiarorg ~ ® Dr Suhas Wani | s.wani@cgiar.org
Director General, ICRISAT Director, Strategic Marketing and Communication Director, ICRISAT Development Center

INDIA, August 2015





